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From the President ’s Desk
One of the great things about living in a 

small town is that, as your elected officials, we 
can still communicate directly with you, even if 
we cannot yet get together in person. This last 
year has caused many of us to ask questions that 
don’t have simple answers. Even at the best of 
times, we’re left to wonder what is happening at 
various levels of government. 

As such, neighbors have asked various 
Council members to reinstate the printed 
newsletters, which we are doing. Admittedly, 
we did not realize how many people do not 
have access to email and the internet. We 
recognize how important it is to stay in touch, 
especially now that the vaccines are rolling out 
to more people in the community.

Like so many events last year, we were 
unable to host the Borough’s usual activities, 
such as children’s holiday parties and River 
Day, but we hope to restore those treasured 
experiences soon. We will keep you informed as 
those events come back to life.

We hope that you find something valuable 
in the newsletter and look forward to hearing 
your comments. We appreciate your continued 
support as we strive to make Wormleysburg a 
great place to live, work and play. 

Warm regards and hopes for your continued 
wellbeing,  a

Thomas L. Martini, President
Borough of Wormleysburg Council

Meet the Borough Team

Borough Manager, Deb Ealer (pronounced A-ler), joined 
us in 2019. Because of the pandemic, the office has been closed 
to the public, and many of you have not had the opportunity 
to meet her. Deb has an impressive background in municipal 
administration, coming to Wormleysburg after 20 years as the 
North Middleton Township Manager, Treasurer and Secretary. 
Deb has earned a Professional Municipal Manager designation 
from the Association for Professional Municipal Management 
and has years of experience and expertise in staffing, budgeting, 
and policy development, as well as being well respected by allied 
professionals throughout the region. In addition, Deb represents 
the Borough on the Tri-County Regional Planning Commission, 
which is a critical decision-making group that drives funding and 
projects related to regional roads and land use.

The Borough’s Administrative Assistant, Lori Schmidt, joined 
the staff in October 2020 and has already made an impact on 
office efficiency. Lori recently completed an audit of the sewer 
and trash billing to assure that the Borough has the most up-to-
date information. She also handles billing, payments, permits, 
collections, meetings, and minutes, among other tasks using her 
business office and database management skills.

Along with the bustling Public Works team under the 
direction of Dave Spiroff, Deb and Lori have implemented 
methods that save money and make processes easier to access. 
Council thanks the staff for their creative problem solving and 
dedication to providing exceptional service to Borough residents 
and businesses.  a
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For Love of Town

Residents often ask Council 
members and staff what keeps us 
busy from day to day. Over the last 12 
months, most Council and committee 
meetings were held on Zoom and the 
following actions were undertaken on 
behalf of Borough residents.

E The Borough website (www.
wormleysburgpa.org) is hosted 
by the PA State Association of 
Boroughs with support from their 
professional web design staff. This 
is another affordable benefit of 
PSAB membership, which provides 
valuable insights into what is 
happening in boroughs around the 
State. 

E Linked to website improvement, 
the Borough’s financial accounts 
were moved to Orrstown Bank. 
Their state-of-the-art encryption 
technology allows residents to pay 
quarterly bills online, and office 
staff can process checks and credit 
cards, and make deposits, without 
leaving the office. This is a great 
advantage during the pandemic 
closures. Orrstown Bank not only 
won the bid to expand banking 
solutions but refinanced a loan at a 
lower interest rate (saving money) 
while they enhanced earning 
rates on interest-bearing account 
balances.

E Likewise, new, more powerful 
computers in the office have larger 
storage capacity to handle daily 
performance demands. 

E The Borough Manager recently 
created a Facebook page. 
Simply “like” the page to receive 
community updates such as 
changes in the trash pickup 
schedule or snow emergency 
announcements. 

E Recently, the Borough was awarded 
$40,000 from the PA Department 
of Community and Economic 
Development to fund a strategic 
planning assessment by the 
Pennsylvania Economy League 
(PEL). The grant award will fund 
the development of a detailed 
report, expected in late 2021. The 
report will position the Borough to 
set meaningful priorities, project 
and align funding to meet those 
needs, and determine the best ways 
to engage the community in years 
to come. The report also provides 
vital data points to anchor long-
term plans for street upgrades, 
ongoing storm sewer management, 
and future grant applications. PEL 
is the State’s leading independent, 

nonprofit, public policy research 
organization for more than 80 years 
and is a 
credible 
and 
trusted 
resource 
for technical assistance to 
municipalities. 

E Developed, advertised and 
approved the 2021 budget 
(Resolution 2020-09), which 
contained no increase in real 
property tax. It included an 
updated 2021 fee schedule 
(Resolution 2020.08), which 
establishes charges for various 
Borough services, building and 
land development, and fees for 
subdivisions, right-to-know records 
processing, recreational activities, 
business licenses, various zoning-
related costs, and other permit 
applications. 

E Developed Requests for Proposal to 
bid engineering services and trash 
collection. After review, engineering 
services were awarded to Rettew 
Associates, a well-established group 
with a comprehensive design-

NEW SERVICE
Pay Your Quarterly Sewer and 
Trash Bill Securely Online

Option 1: Look under “Borough” 
tab; then “Pay Sewer/Trash Bill.” 

Option 2: Click “ACH” on the 
Home tab.  

Have your account information 
handy. 

Watch for email billing coming 
soon!

Continued on next page
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build process and a strong history 
of working with municipalities. 
The 2021-2023 trash contract was 
awarded to Penn Waste, which is 
the #1 recycler in South Central PA. 
The new contract includes brush 
collection along with weekly trash 
pickup.

E Actively participated in the 
Capital Region Council of 
Governments (called CapCOG), 
which connects more than 40 
Central PA municipalities and 
enables members to save money 
and time by pooling resources and 
sharing services and knowledge. 
CapCOG provides a forum for job 
postings, specialized job trainings, 
and legislative updates. They also 
facilitate joint bids for essential 
products such as road salt and 
traffic signs. 

E Worked with the engineers to revise 
the Pollutant Reduction Plan for 
the Borough’s Municipal Storm 
Water (MS4). The new plan, which 
was sent to the PA Department of 
Environmental Protection, reduces 
sedimentation requirements and 
costs associated with managing 
stormwater. The overall goals are 
to reduce run-off (primarily surface 
discharge from storm drains), help 
to preserve water quality, and reduce 
erosion along streams and creeks.

E Berks Homes added 18 residential 
units at the Woods at Waterford, 
located along Woods Drive, 
consistent with the approved land 
development plan, welcoming new 
homeowners to town. 

E Began the process of reviewing the 
Borough’s Code of Ordinances 
book. This is an enormous task 
that covers animals to trees and 

everything in between. Sections 
include detailed examinations 
of buildings, fences, fire safety, 
parking, permits, signs, solid waste, 
streets, sidewalks and more. The 
review will include the existing 
Comprehensive Plan, land use 
maps, existing zoning and sub-
division ordinances, and a variety 
of policy positions. As a first step, 
Council adopted the most current 
edition of the International Property 
Maintenance Code (IPMC), 
which provides requirements for 
continued use and maintenance of 
buildings and site conditions.

E Worked with PA Department 
of Transportation to improve 
pedestrian safety at the south end 
of Front Street near the Market 
Street Bridges.  Used budgeted 
funds to repair and upgrade 
secondary roads and curbs; 
Yverdon Drive and Rupley Road 
were repaved, and a new drainage 
plan at Walnut Street and 3rd Street 
was designed. That corner, near the 
railroad bridge, frequently floods 
during heavy rain. New drainage 
lines move runoff from the alley 
way and nearby properties into the 
stream. We thank UGI and Norfolk 
Southern for their cooperation and 
support. (See “On the Street” for 
upcoming projects.)

E The Borough applied for and 
received grant funds from multiple 
sources, including one to improve 
access to and use of Redding Park 
for physically-challenged children 
and a Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG from Housing 
and Urban Development) to 
fund the demolition of a severely 
blighted property that the Borough 
has worked for years to acquire.

E Updated the 2020 Emergency Plan 
and continued our relationship 
with Lemoyne Borough to support 
the West Shore Regional Police and 
West Shore Bureau of Fire, which 

built the new fire station in 2018. 
We invite you to be generous when 
these two organizations ask for 
your contributions, which in turn, 
support the entire community. 

E Council members stood for 
commonsense government and 
accountability of taxpayer dollars. 

 • We opposed the State’s effort 
to fund PA State Police (PSP) 
with an additional tax. This 
effort failed because it taxed all 
communities rather than those 
that directly use PSP for every 
day policing. 

 • Council opposed a proposal that 
would have eliminated advance 
local review and approval prior 
to the placement of new wireless 
towers.

Continued on next page

Neighbors Caring 
for Each Other

New Hope Ministries (www.
nhm-pa.org) continues to operate 
the food bank at the West Shore 
Center at 701 Bosler Avenue in 
Lemoyne.  New Hope now offers 
an Emergency Response Fund 
for those impacted by COVID-19, 
which includes not only food 
distribution but also eviction 
prevention, emergency housing 
assistance, and more. Call 717-774-
6255 for more information.

Information about where to 
go and how to get the COVID-19 
vaccine is available at the PA 
Department of Health at www.
pa.gov/guidesget-vaccinated/ or by 
calling the DOH hotline at 1-877-
724-3258. a

R
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On the Street
Most of the time, we take roads for granted. Streets 

get us where we need to go, but must be maintained and 
repaved. This spring and summer will usher in several 
street projects, which include:

E  Repair and raise storm water inlets along River Street 
where they intersect with Poplar, Market, and Locust 
streets. This project will address inlets that are too deep, 
posing potential vehicle damage.

E  Repairs to several streets in Pennsboro Manor that have 
significant wear.

E  Restore crosswalks, yellow curbing, and site triangles in 
the Riverview Heights section of the Borough.

E  Street sweeping throughout Wormleysburg.

E  Repaint parking lines and no-parking areas along Front 
Street and South Second streets. The borough was part 

E Continued the annual agreement with the Harrisburg 
Area Humane Society, which helps to cover costs when 
residents must surrender animals. 

E Recently you may have noticed two small boxes on 
wooden pedestals around town. These are actually Little 

Free Libraries and use the take-a-
book, return-a-book exchange 
method. Anyone may take a book 
or bring a book to share any time, 
24 hours a day, seven days a week. 
A Little Free Library is designed 
to inspire a love of reading, build 
community, and spark creativity. 
Research tells us that children growing 
up in homes without books are on 
average three years behind children 
in homes with lots of books. Council 
approved the placements in 2020; 
the Cleve J. Fredrickson Library is 

providing the books, and several volunteers monitor the 
boxes to replace and add books as needed. Thanks to the 
generous sponsorship of Stonebridge Financial Group (at 
602 N Front Street) and the Deklinski family, two little free 

libraries were purchased and installed. One is located at 
Borough Hall (20 Market Street) and the second, thanks 
to LCL Management, LLC, is in the Crestwood Arms 
apartment complex along Yverdon Drive. Join us to foster 
a neighborhood book exchange and encourage a love of 
reading! 

We hope this list of accomplishments gives you 
an idea of what Council and staff are doing to assure 
Wormleysburg remains a great place to live, work and 
play. The Borough is in a relatively good financial position, 
considering the many issues caused by the pandemic. 
The pension plan is solvent and 100% funded. Taxes 
currently cover the majority of expenses, and Council 
is not deficit spending for operations. The Borough’s 
general indebtedness is related to improvements made 
to the sewer system, which flows through East Pennsboro 
Township’s treatment plant for processing, and the new fire 
house, which was necessary to maintain public safety and 
meet new emergency preparedness standards. a

The Cleve J. Fredericksen Library, located on 19th 
Street in Camp Hill, is Wormleysburg’s home library, 
and they have an incredible repository of resources 
available for your use, including public internet 
access and a mobile app. It is part of the Cumberland 
County Library system.  
www.cumberlandcountylibraries.org/FRE. 

of a multi-municipal bid process sponsored by the 
Capital Region Council of Governments. This effort 
enabled Wormleysburg to take advantage of a cost-
effective way to refresh pavement markings that have 
faded over time.

E  To better plan for major street repaving and repair, the 
Borough will also undertake a community-wide streets 
survey. A relatively new process, developed by Carnegie 
Mellon University’s Robotics Institute, uses advanced 
artificial intelligence technology to survey and identify 
the levels of street stresses. Streets are assigned a 
ranking which creates an overall pavement plan.

These upcoming projects will generate temporary 
disruptions to the flow of traffic, so we ask for your 
patience and understanding. We will keep you advised of 
the various timetables.  a
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For Those Who Call Town “Home”
As Wormleysburg’s population grows, the Borough is often called on to do 

property compliance inspections. In addition, national-level zoning standards 
change frequently. Examples include new ways to recycle, signage in various 
land-use districts, solar power generation, light pollution, and keeping properties 
clean and safe while we strive to offer a good community aesthetic. 

Staff and Council members already spend considerable time and your tax 
dollars in this effort. We all appreciate neighbors who actively take responsibility 
for their properties, regardless of whether they rent or own them. We are in the 
process of updating codes, but this takes time. Keeping our crowded community 
neat and orderly is important to many residents, and we all want to enjoy a good 
quality of life wherever we live.

Property owners are required to 
register all rental units annually.  
Visit the Borough website, under 
Documents, Forms, to download 
the Rental Property Registration 
Application Form if you haven’t 
already registered for 2021.

Yard Waste, including brush, 
is now collected in bundles 
or bags with trash on 
Tuesdays.

Residents are allowed one 
large item per week. For 
specifics, visit the Boro page 
at the Penn Waste site: 

https://www.pennwaste.
com/municipalities/
wormleysburg-borough/

Here are a few property tips that everyone can do.

E  Clean up clutter, garbage, overgrown weeds, and unused 
items around your 
property. 

E  Manage trash and 
cans properly. 
Put them out on 
Mondays and put 
them away on 
Tuesdays after pick-
up. 

E  Remove any item 
that collects water 
and may become a 
breeding ground for 
mosquitos. 

E  They’re here! 
Watch for and 
destroy spotted lanternflies, which hatch between 
May and June. Visit the PennState Extension website                

(www.extension.psu.edu) and search Spotted Lanternfly 
to learn about spotting and destroying this invasive pest.  
Report a sighting to 1-888-
422-3359.  

E  Remove diseased or dead 
trees and noxious weed 
trees, such as tree-of-heaven 
(Ailanthus altissima), 
which have spread all 
over town and affect the entire region from riparian 
and agricultural areas to forests. Again, the PennState 
Extension website can help you identify these trees. The 
list of recommended replacement trees is available on 
the website.

E  Deal with inoperable vehicles and those without current 
inspections. Visit the PA Department of Transportation 
website (www.dot.state.pa.us) for information on 
disposal of abandoned vehicles, or search the internet 
under “junk car removal.”  a

County Services Available
The Cumberland County website (www.ccpa.net) contains a wealth of resources for you. Here are 

just a few things that may be helpful.

E  The County’s COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic is one click from the front-page link.

E  Need assistance with rent or utility payments?  Call the Emergency Rental Assistance Program at 
717-249-0789 or visit www.cchra.com for eligibility details. 

E  You can dispose of household hazardous waste (such as old paint, pesticides, drain cleaners and 
car care products) for $0.30/lb by appointment at the Cumberland County Recycling Center at 
1001 Claremont Road in Carlisle. 

E  The Electronics Recycling Center, also at 1001 Claremont Road, will take your old electronics for 
$0.50/lb. Call 717-240-6489 for the operating schedule or visit their site.  Do not place televisions 
and other electronics out with regular trash for weekly pick-up. 
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West Shore Regional Police Department  

The West Shore Regional Police 
Department (WSRPD) announced 
recently that it had been awarded 
re-accreditation with the PA Chiefs of 
Police Association. The Department 
has been accredited since December 
2011 and the new accreditation 
is valid through December 2023. 
Recertification means that WSRPD 
has met more than 130 standards of 
practice, some of which have five to 
ten sub-standards that must also 
be met. The process includes 
a thorough assessment 
by law enforcement 
professionals from 
another agency outside of 
Central PA to assure there 
is no bias or favoritism. 
WSRPD is only one of 127 
agencies accredited in PA out 
of 1,117 police departments. Our 

police department is justly excited 
and proud of this noteworthy 
accomplishment. Council has 
formally recognized this achievement 
in Chambers, and we invite residents 
to congratulate Department staff as 
opportunities allow. 

Our Chief and Officers remind 
residents always to lock your vehicles 
and not to leave or store personal 
items inside. Criminals do walk 

around looking into parked 
vehicles for articles such 

as purses, wallets, loose 
change, computers, 
laptops, keys, and other 
items that can be quickly 
identified and quietly 

removed, especially when 
they do not have to break the 

window glass to steal them. Don’t 
fall victim to this preventable crime!  a

WSRPD offers free house checks 
to residents while out of town. 
Simply call the Police Station 
at 717-737-8734 and provide 
personnel with your property 

location, the dates and times you 
will be away, and any special 

circumstances such as whether the 
property is alarmed or the names 
of others who have permission to 
be in or on your property during 

your absence.

Unfortunately, due to ongoing pandemic restrictions, WSRPD will not host National Night Out, 
which is held customarily on the first Tuesday in August. We hope to restore this fun 

community event and bring police and neighbors together in 2022.

NICE JOB!

Congratulations on Recent Accreditation!
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Remembering Bill  Weigle 

Life-long Borough resident William O. Weigle passed away about a year ago, 
but COVID-19 made it impossible to celebrate his life. While he worked for PA 
Department of Transportation and taught at Cedar Cliff High School, he spent 
his entire life living along, on and in the Susquehanna River. He was one of the 
original “River Rats,” and generously gave of his time to support the Borough, 
serving as a past Councilperson, Chair of the Planning Commission, and on the 
Zoning Hearing Board, along with planting shade trees and gardens around town. 
He spent a great deal of time studying and teaching others about living along his 
vibrant and ever-changing river. Borough Council voted to rename the park near 
Pine and Front Streets, just below the Harvey Taylor Bridge, in Bill’s memory, and 
we hope to schedule a remembrance service soon.  

Bill’s obituary is at www.parthemore.com if you want to know more.

Borough of Wormleysburg
20 Market Street
Wormleysburg, PA   17043
Office 717-763-4883
Email info@wormleysburgpa.org. 
www.wormleysburgpa.org 

Borough Office Hours
Monday thru Friday
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

The Borough Office and Knisely Hall will remain 
closed until the Governor’s emergency declaration is 
lifted. Call or visit the Borough website for meeting 
schedules, event calendars, and special updates. Other 
Borough information—including minutes from public meetings, how to pay quarterly bills, lists of appointed and elected 
officials, photos, and more—is available at the site or by right-to-know request. a

Borough Contact Information

How to Email Mayor and Council 
Thomas L. Martini President tmartini@wormleysburgpa.org

George O. Preble Mayor gpreble@wormleysburgpa.org

Stephen M. Hawbecker Vice President shawbecker@wormleysburgpa.org

Joseph Deklinski Council Member jdeklinski@wormleysburgpa.org

Sue Stuart Council Member sstuart@wormleysburgpa.org

Warren Stumpf Council Member wstumpf@wormleysburgpa.org

Margaret Stuski Council Member mstuski@wormleysburgpa.org

George Kahler Council Member gkahler@wormelysburgpa.org 
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TIME TO VOTE. 
The Spring Primary is May 18, 2021!

The Borough has two voting precincts serving residents 
based on home addresses. Call the Borough Office at 717-763-
4883 for specifics or visit the Cumberland County site, under 
Voter Services, Polling Places. 

20 Market Street  
Wormleysburg, PA 17043  
717-763-4483


